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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: the character "l, n first mentioned in [0120] on page 6 of the specification, 
and the character "LB," first mentioned in [0138] on page 7 of the specification. 
Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version 
of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted 
after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If the changes are 
not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: the characters "PD" and "LD", both mentioned in Figure 2. Corrected 
drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d), or amendment to the specification 
to add the reference character(s) in the description in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(b) 
are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
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immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: The claim cites a 

"fourth light receiving area." It is understood that this embodiment of the invention 

includes four light receiving areas, however, claim should be amended to read "third 

* 

light receiving area." Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1, 2, 6 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Sakai, US Patent No. 6,339,562. 
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For Claim 1 of the invention: 

An optical pickup apparatus for reproducing information from an optical disk (see 
Col 1, lines 4-5; Fig. 1), comprising: a semiconductor laser (see Fig. 1; 
semiconductor laser 1) applying a beam to the optical disk having two recording 
layers (see Fig. -1 ; optical disk 5) through an objective lens (see Fig. 1; objective 
lens 4); and a light receiving device (see Fig. 1; receiving element 7) to which 
light reflected from the optical disk is directed through said objective lens and a 
beam splitting device (see Fig. 1; hologram element 2), wherein: 

said beam splitting device has two first light receiving areas (see Fig. 2; 2b 
and 2c) and a second light receiving area (see Fig. 2; 2a), and 

a configuration is provided such that the center of the optical axis of the 
reflected light in said beam splitting device is made to lie within said second light 
receiving area for detecting the focus error signal (see Col. 8, lines 16-49). 

For Claim 2 of the invention: 

The optical pickup apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein: lines defining said 
three light receiving areas comprise three straight lines (see Fig 2.; straight lines 
2g, 2h, where 2g is intersected by 2g at its midpoint to create sections 2b and 2c, 
thus 2g comprises 2 straight lines) and a curved line (see Fig. 2; where the 
circumference of item 2 is a curved line). 

For Claim 6 of the invention: 

The optical pickup apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein: said beam splitting 
device comprises a hologram device (see Figs 1 and 2; hologram element 2). 
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For Claim 8 of the invention: 

An optical disk drive apparatus comprising the optical pickup apparatus claimed 
in claim 1 (see Col. 1 , lines 5-6; optical disk device). 



6. Claims 3 and 4 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

7. Claims 7, 9-14 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vanessa (Brandi) Coleman whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-9081 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 7:30-5 
EST, First Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jayprakash Ghandi can be reached on (571) 272-9820. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Vanessa Coleman 
Art Unit 21 12 

JAYPRAKASH GANDHI 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



